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IIT developing underwater bots
Students at 1IT Kharagpur are working on an
autonomous underwater vel?icle, which can

perform assigned tasks under water like
searching for debris of a flight crashed in sea.
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“Global ranking heavily filted in
~ favour of forelgn universities’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Chief
Executive Officer (CEQO) and
founder of Boscui, Manu
Mital has questioned the
global ranking of universi-
ties by international agencies.
He argued that the criteria of
international ranking agencies
like Times Higher Education
(THE) is tilted in favour of for-
eign varsitiés and educational
institutions. According to
Mital the the global rankings
are done on the basis of ‘invita-
tion only’ which means ‘they’
get to decide who is worthy
of participating in the survey
and whose isn't, and there-
fore, many deserving institu-
tions are conspicuous by their
absence in the final ratings.
“Firstly the process of
ranking should be made more
democratic. In these global
rankings a huge weightage
is assigned to research work
b:ing dc:l:e and the number
of research papers being pub-
lished. However, end Esgrs
students, parents or alumni
normally cannot relate to
these rankings because the
parameters that are important
for them from the perspec-
tive of seeking admission in
an institute, college or univer-

sity are significantly different,”
argued Mital.

Mital was reacting to IISc
being awarded a lowly rank
of 122 by THE in the top 100
universities of the world. More
than 13 lakh institutions fig-
ure in Boscui’s exhaustive list
of colleges.

He further added that
the prime concern for end
users are the courses offered,
fee structure, student-fac-
ulty ratio, quality of faculty
(qualification and experience),
infrastructure, campus place-
ment statistics, average salary
offered, industry connect etc.

The criteria of ‘univer-
sity’ also means that premier
Indian institutes like IIMs,
11Sc, ISB etc that offer only
specialized courses and have

otherwise earned repute over
the years amongst students
and employers alike, are not
even considered for ranking.

“Moreover, the fact that
Indian institutes/colleges/uni-
versities don’'t have too many
overseas students enrolled
here becomes a drawback
too, since the survey criteria
demands so,” he added.

Mital argued that Indian
students are held in high
esteem the world over and
this is evident from the fact
that leading organisations
like Google, Microsoft, Accen-
ture, IBM, Dell, and even
NASA, that are known to
hire only the best talent, now
have a sizable chunk of Indi-
ans across the ranks powering
their engines.
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HRD Ministry backs UPA
appointed NBB Director

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA
NEW DELHI

he HRD Ministry on

Monday apparently shielded
an appointment made
by the erstwhile UPA regime.
The Ministry told
Parliament that the appoint-
ment of incumbent Director at
National Bal Bhawan (NBB)
Usha Kumari MC was done by
a "competent authority” on the
basis of three names shortlisted
by a panel in 2013.

“For the appointment of
Director, NBB, a search-cum-
selection committee was consti-
tuted by the MHRD. The com-
mittee after interviewing 26 can-
didates, unanimously recom-
mended three names viz Rishi
Kumar Vashisht, Usha Kumari
MC and Jyotsana Tiwari for
appointment to the post. The
competent authority after going
through the bio-data of these
three candidates, found Usha
Kumari most suitable for the
post. Accordingly Kumari joined
as Director NBB on deputation
in January 2013," HRD Minister
Smriti Irani stated in a reply to

former Union Minister and.

The Ministry told
Parliament that the
appointment of incumbent
Director at National Bal
Bhawan Usha Kumari MC
was done by a ‘competent
authority” on the basis of
three names shortiisted
by a panel in 2013

Rajya Sabha MP Vijay Goel in
the Rajya Sabha.

The names were indeed ina
preference order where Usha
Kumari figured second.
However, it was here that Irani's
predecessor MM Pallam Raju
favoured Usha Kumari, who
was the wife of a top IAS officer
who had served as Private
Secretary to late Arjun Singh
during his tenure as HRD
Minister.

In doing so, Raju overruled
the recomdation se(l)f the
Ministry's -cum-selection
panel. Incidentally, Irani's r:sp;l%
comes days after she he
stated in the Lok Sabha that she
is looking into cases of nepotism
undertaken by her predecessor.

The search-cum-selection
panel was headed by the then

Additional Secretary Amarjit
Singh, who had indicated that if
Vashisht is denied, Usha was to
be appointed.

- In to another query
regaxdinl:p g\e action over the
overruling, the Ministry said
the matter is sub judice since
Vashisht has moved court against
the HRD Ministry.

Former NCERT Director
JS Rajput, who has served as
Chairman of the Bal Bhawan,
said that the institute used to be
a centre of excellencefor children
but during the last couple of years
lot of irregularities including
some controversial appointments
have been reported which is not
a healthy sign for institute which
caters to children.

"The institute is f;(;t atal?yu
being managed professionally.
We had introduced several tech-
nical and science learning pro-
jects to enhance the creative
potential of children. It pains me
a lot to know the autonomy of
theinstimtehasbeenn};ijackedto

ress ism. The present
@andmmm
restore its legacy. Given an

opportunity the institute can do
wonders," said Rajput.
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II'T Goa to offer 90 seats in 3 streams in ’15

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/|IT-Goa-to-offer-90-seats-in-3-streams-in-15/articleshow/47239646.cms

PANAIJL: If the new Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) allotted to Goa by the Union human resource development (HRD)
ministry last year gets the nod to begin operations from July/August 2015, it will function from the campus of Goa
Engineering College (GEC) at Farmagudi, official sources said.

During the period when the permanent location of the IIT Goa is finalized and the infrastructure is raised, it is being
planned that the new IIT will operate from the GEC campus, which is expected for now to be for a period of four years.

Ninety seats - 30 each in three streams of electrical engineering, computer engineering and mechanical engineering -
will be on offer at the Goa IIT when the first batch is admitted to the institute in 2015.

During the initial years it will be mentored by IIT Bombay.

"The GEC as the temporary location of the IIT, is yet to be finalized by the Union HRD ministry. GEC too being an
engineering college all the infrastructure required for an engineering course is available at GEC. We have been told that
any additional equipment required will be acquired by the IIT," an official source said.

TOI had first reported that lIT Goa will operate from GEC at Farmagudi until it gets its own campus.

The first national institute to be allotted to Goa, the National Institute of Technology, too had begun operations from
the GEC campus in 2010. The NIT has since moved to a renovated building near the GEC premises, which was earlier
being used to run a polytechnic course.

It has been five years now since the NIT was set up with promises from the state government of land for permanent
infrastructure, but the NIT is yet to get the identified land at south Goa for its campus.

Officials though claim that land acquisition could be simpler for the IIT if Union officials opt for the land in Dhargalim for
the institute. Land in Dhargalim is one of the locations identified to set up the IIT.

"Land acquisition can prove to be a tedious and unending process. But we already have acquired land in Dhargalim,
which was marked for a sports city for the National Games. With the project now cancelled, the land will be shown as
one of the proposed sites for the IIT. If the central government team finalizes this land then the work on raising the
infrastructure can begin immediately," the source said.

Recently, Union HRD officials had written to the Goa chief minister to act fast on the Centre's request to leave out some
of the unacquired land from the Dhargalim site and submit a fresh proposal to set up the IIT in the 100 to 200 acres of
land where the acquisition process has been completed.
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Industry-academia conclave held at 11T Ropar

Hindustan Times (Chandigarh)

RUPNAGAR: The deaprtment of mechanical, materials and energy engineering of Indian Institute of
Technology (11T), Ropar, organised its first industry academia conclave (IAC 2015) on its campus on Monday.

4HT PHOTO The
vice-chairman of Chandigarh CII branch, Dinesh Dua (right), and director of IIT Ropar MK Surappa (centre) at
the Industry Academia conclave held at 11T Ropar on Monday.

Representatives from various industries such as Siemens, Tata Motors, GE, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
(BARC) Mumbai, Mahindra and Mahindra, National Instruments, Ralson, Jeol India Private, Madhav Alloys
Private Limited participated in the conclave.

During IAC-2015, inputs from industrialists, with regard to under graduate and post graduate curriculum,
industrial internship, BTP and capstone project, research and consultancy, innovation and entrepreneurship
were taken.

CllI, Chandigarh, vice chairman and chief executive officer (CEO) and director of Nectar Life Science Limited,
Dinesh Dua, inaugurated the conclave. IIT, Ropar, director MK Surappa presided over the conclave.

In his inaugural address, Dua emphasised on the need to bridge the gap between academia and industry.

He emphasised that the industries and academic institutions should play pro-active role in working together on
the real world problems, so that the young minds could be nurtured as per the specific requirements of the
industry.

In his address, Surappa stressed on the need for industry-academia partnership. He mentioned that the faculty
should work in close association with industry on real world problems and must give competitive solution to
industry.

Co-ordinator of the school of mechanical, materials and energy engineering, Navin Kumar, welcomed the
delegates, while associate professor Harpreet Singh presented the vote of thanks.
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IIT, Ropar, registrar, Javagal K Sridhar, and dean (A&R) PK Raina, were also present on the occasion.

HRD ministry wants varsities exempted from new MoU rule

Hindustan Times (Lucknow)

HRD MINISTRY SOURCES ARGUED THAT THE MINISTRY DID NOT HAVE THE WHEREWITHAL
TO GO THROUGH EVERY MOU SIGNED

After the cabinet circular asking all ministries/ departments to ensure every MoU signed by an agency with any
foreign country/ agency be routed through the cabinet, the HRD ministry has written to the cabinet secretariat
asking it to exempt higher educational institutions that sign a number of MoUs with foreign universities from
the said directive.

The ministry wrote to the cabinet secretariat before President Pranab Mukherjee embarked on a five-day visit to
Russia where a number of MoUs are to be signed between higher educational institutions of the two countries.

In its letter, the ministry is understood to have argued that since huge impetus on internationalisation of
education was being given, a number of MoUs are expected to be signed in the near future and therefore, MoUs
for educational exchanges be exempted.

In its circular dated April 24, the cabinet secretariat, while directing that every MoU should seek prior approval
of the cabinet, had granted exemption for cultural agreements and agreements under science and technology
saying such agreements nonetheless be placed before the cabinet. The HRD ministry wrote back saying
MoUs/agreements for educational exchanges be exempted under the broad framework of cultural exchanges.

In its letter, the ministry sources argued that long process of approval for such a large number of MoUs would
hinder internationalisation for attaining quality in the country’s higher education system.

It also said the ministry did not have the wherewithal to go through every MoU signed between Indian
institutions and foreign ones. Every year, higher educational institutions, including 1ITs, IIMs and central
universities, sign agreements with foreign universities for various activities like student/faculty exchange. Joint
research programmes, leadership development programmes, joint degree programmes, development of
community colleges and skill development.

IIT classes to start on July 16, NI'T’s on July 23

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/ll T-classes-to-start-on-July-16-NITs-on-July-
23/articleshow/47239063.cms

MUMBALI: 1ITs will begin their academic session from July 16 while NITs are likely to start theirs from July
23.

I1Ts and NITs have almost finalized the schedule for the joint seat allocation process in 88 institutes across the
country. Students can start filling their options from June 25 till 29. For the first time, the two sets of premier
institutes have come together to offer students a variety of courses for admissions on a single platform.

The joint seat allocation process will be regularized by the Joint Seat Allocation Authority (JOSAA). The
JOSAA first met on May 2 to finalize the process and fill the gaps, wherever necessary. The I1Ts had put up the
schedule on the JEE (Advanced) website, but removed it later to edit some minor information. Students will
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soon get to access the schedule and other business details of the process. While 11Ts will begin sessions as per
their regular schedule, the joint process will help NITs begin their academic session early, too. The idea of a
joint process was initiated to reduce the number of vacant seats in these premier institutes. There are, in all,
32,000 seats in the 88 institutes, of which around 10,000 are in 1ITs alone.

"Students can fill in as many options as they want from the available pool of courses in the 88 participating
institutes. Some courses have minor restrictions, such as the mining course where female students cannot apply.
We have already put up the opening and closing ranks for different courses offered by the 11Ts in 2013 and
2014. Students should make their choices accordingly,"” said a professor. He added that students should be very
careful in making their choices—those with a lower rank should not opt for a course that has closed at a higher
rank in the past two years. The opening and closing ranks will give them an idea of how they should opt for
courses, said the professor. Meanwhile, admit cards for JEE (Advanced), will be made available from May 15
instead of May 11 as planned.



